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He was not much given to looking back, the
present was enough for him, the future would
take care of itself; but still, if he washed, he might
glance behind to forty years of pilgrimage. The
Holy Club, Varanese, Aspasia; Georgia and
Sophy Hopkey - years of struggle against some-
thing resistant even to his will ; and then Peter
Bohler, and his conversion, followed by thirty
years of the evangelical revival which had
flowered ever since he became a " Gospel
preacher." There had been stirring scenes, glor-
ious manifestations of God's power ; and even
now, occasionally, repentant sinners would roar
aloud or be struck to the ground when they heard
him. It was a long rime since that glorious
triumph in 1742, when, forbidden by the new
Rector of Epworth to preach from the pulpit, he
had held forth in the evenings, standing on his
father's tombstone, to congregations larger than
had ever filled the church, and so movingly that
many had dropped down as dead ; when his
brother-in-law, Whitelambe, incumbent of Wroote,
had told him that his presence inspired awe. But
the work had gone on, steadily increasing; the
flame had spread over the whole country ; thous-
ands of the most degraded people had been rescued
from misery and, better still, had got rid of the
terror of death. The organisation had grown,
till now he had a hundred and twenty-three
preachers serving fifty circuits, alive with nearly
thirty thousand members of the society. If acrid